42                        ROMANCE AT THE FORT.

This work -consisted chiefly in capturing scattered frag-
ments of the Seminole tribe and sending them on to the
Indian Territory. The expeditions were mostly made in
boats, and there was seldom much fighting. One day,
however, several Indian warriors were killed. One of the
soldiers, Sergeant Broderick, was so elated at his skill in
shooting an Indian, that on returning to the post he got
very drunk. While in this-condition he became too atten-
tive to the wife of one of his comrades, and the
Injured .husband, a half-witted man, appealed to Lieuten-
ant Taylor for protection. Taylor carelessly replied:
" Haven't you got a musket ? Can't you defend your own
family ?" An hour later the husband actually did shoot
and kill Broderick. For this he was arrested and sent to
St. Augustine, Lieutenant Taylor and the pilot, Ashlock,
going along as witnesses.

About a month later, Ashlock re-appeared in his old boat
with two uncommonly pretty women, aged about fourteen
and eighteen respectively. They were sisters, and the
elder was introduced as Mrs. Ashlock. The pilot had
met and married her during the progress of the murder
trial at St. Augustine. Soon after, Ashlock, leaving the
ladies at the Fort, started back with the whale boat across
the bar. In crossing the bar the boat was upset by the
surf, and Ashlock and all his crew but one man were
drowned, Ashlock himself, strangely enough, being-unable
to swim. The bereaved ladies were courteously "cared for
by the officers, and presently returned to St. Augustine.
Sherman afterward met these 'ladies again at St, Augus-
tine, and yet again he saw the younger one many years
later at Charleston, South Carolina. She was then
happily married to an army officer, who had a fad for
inventing new euns, etc., upon which Sherman did notgineer* . * ,ve ever spwt, even to me, who t9d; rrotovercoat so full that his form, seemed smaller thantest."    So Mr. Ew-
